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Inspection date: 16 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children beam with excitement as they enter the pre-school. They identify their 
names on cards and use these to self-register as they arrive. Children quickly 
immerse themselves in the stimulating indoor and outdoor environments. Staff 
provide children with a safe and caring environment for them to learn and grow. 
They continuously give children praise for their individual achievements, which 
enhances children's sense of belonging and promotes their self-esteem.

Children have developed positive relationships with staff and other children at the 
setting, and they enthusiastically engage in meaningful conversations to share their 
experiences. Children's behaviour is good. Staff work closely with families to 
support children to settle quickly into their care. As a result, children feel safe and 
secure at the setting.  

Staff plan a broad range of excellent experiences which significantly enhance 
children's learning and development. For example, the manager has developed 
superb links with the local residential home where children regularly visit and share 
their learning with those of a different generation. Visitors from the community will 
often come in and talk to the children about different topics. For instance, the local 
vicar comes in to read stories to the children during the year, such as at Christmas 
and Easter.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with superb opportunities to develop their understanding 
of different emotions. Children independently use the mirrors to copy the 
different facial expression cards that are on display. They talk to each other 
about why they may feel that particular emotion. Staff provide children with 
strategies to help them to express how they feel. For example, children use 
cardboard cut-out body templates to draw how they may be feeling. 

n Children benefit from an excellent outdoor space which enables them to develop 
very good physical skills. They use the outdoor resources to climb, stretch and 
jump to develop their balance and coordination. They show motivation as they 
dig in the sandpit to fill up their buckets to make sandcastles. Children test out 
their ideas as they fill various containers with water. They work together to pour 
all the water down the guttering tubes and use the containers to collect it at the 
bottom.

n Staff have high expectations for all children. They know the children well. They 
use effective monitoring and assessments to identify what children need to learn 
next. Children revel in the opportunities available to them in the environment. 
However, group times are not as effective as they could be. During these times, 
staff do not adapt teaching as well as they could to further support children's 
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individual next steps and maximise their learning. 
n Children develop an exceptional knowledge and understanding of how to keep 

themselves healthy. Staff provide activities that support very good hygiene 
practices. For example, children show care and consideration as they wash the 
plastic dolls in soapy water. They use toothbrushes to make sure that the dolls' 
teeth are clean. Children talk to each other about why exercise and eating 
healthy food are important. They say that 'running and eating fruit will make my 
bones big and strong.' Children are extremely independent with their personal 
care. They wash their hands after sneezing and coughing to reduce the risk of 
cross infection. 

n Partnerships with parents and other professionals are highly effective. Parents 
describe the setting as 'amazing' and comment on the range of exciting activities 
on offer. Staff establish very good links with local schools to ensure children's 
continuity of care and learning is strong. 

n Children are extremely keen to play and explore. They are very confident 
learners. For example, they show excitement as they look at the atlas and work 
together to design treasure maps to bury their gold. They show excellent 
determination and perseverance with activities. For instance, younger children 
demonstrate high levels of concentration as they roll different pieces of play 
dough together to create snowmen. They carefully place various natural 
resources onto their models to represent the snowman's features, such as his 
eyes, hat and scarf. Although children show very good engagement most of the 
time, the structure of the session can sometimes interrupt their self-chosen 
learning. Therefore, at times, children become disengaged and lose focus. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a secure knowledge of the procedures to follow to protect children's 
welfare. They have a good understanding of child protection policies and 
procedures, including wider safeguarding concerns. Staff receive regular training to 
ensure that their safeguarding knowledge is up to date. Managers use risk 
assessment effectively to ensure that children's safety remains a high priority. 
Managers have robust recruitment procedures and ongoing checks to help ensure 
the suitability of staff. New staff receive a clear induction before they start to 
enable them to fully understand their roles and responsibilities.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to raise the quality of teaching during adult-led activities so that staff 
adapt their teaching more effectively to further support children's individual next 
steps and maximise their learning to the highest level
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n review the structure of the session to minimise interruptions and to better 
support children's engagement and focus in activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 145918

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10126089

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Lavington Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520534

Telephone number 01380 812551

Date of previous inspection 20 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

Lavington Pre-School registered in 2001. It operates from the grounds of Dauntsey 
Academy Primary School, in Wiltshire. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday from 
8.55am to 3.10pm during term time. The pre-school receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There 
are seven members of childcare staff, all of whom hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at level 2 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Terri Breakwell

Inspection report: Lavington Pre-School
16 March 2020 5



Inspection activities

n Ofsted is aware of the challenges that Covid-19 is currently posing to those we 
inspect. During this visit, the inspector took into consideration the impact of any 
measures being taken to slow down the spread of Coronavirus by the setting. 
This has included the effect these measures have had on the current attendance 
of the children and staffing arrangements. 

n The quality of teaching was observed during activities indoors and outdoors. The 
impact on children's learning was assessed. 

n A joint observation of an activity was completed with the manager. 
n Children's developmental records were observed. The inspector tracked 

children's progress and discussed children's individual targets with the key 
person. 

n A sample of documentation, including children's assessment records, staff 
suitability records and nursery policies and procedures, was seen by the 
inspector. 

n Discussions were held with staff members, committee members, parents and 
children at convenient points during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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